A Siementhal cow and  calf,

a mare and a colt,

five sheep,

an English sow. . . .

Kolya grew quite hoarse during the read-
ing of the endless list of Olga;s dowry. Herein
were included agricultural instruments, seed,
fodder reserves, clothing, linen, furniture, and
even a sewing machine. Kolya wound up as
follows:

"We will always help Olya if necessary,
and she and her husband are bound to give
their help to the colony, whenever this is
^required. And Pavel to receive the title of
'Colonist."

The matchmakers blinked nervously, and
looked as if they were about to assist at their
own last rites. The laughing girls, no longer
troubling their heads about what was right
or what was wrong, came running up to tie
the towels on to the matchmakers, and the
younger boys, led by Toska, handed them
bread and salt on a dish, covered with a nap-
kin. The matchmakers, confused and awkward,
took the bread, but did not know what to
do with it. Toska drew the dish from be-
neath KuzmaPetrovich's armpit, saying cheer-
fully:

"Hi! Give that back, or I shall get into
trouble with the miller. It's his . . . what
d'you call it? ... plate."
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